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DUTCH ROYAL WEDDING : DAIRY BREEDERS’ CONGRESS 
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217E. DAY at the Female Orphan House, North Circular road, Dublin, yesterday. 
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TERENURE COLLEGE UNION DINNER.—A — group 
photographed during the dinner. Left to right (standing) : 
Mr. P. Nolan, Dr. V. Tighe, the Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Mr. J. J. Shiel (Président), the Rev. J. S. O'Shea 
(Principal) and the Rev. Dr. Magirnis. 
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** HOME MARKET ” 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Srr,—Your ‘‘leader’’ relative to the condition 
of Irish industry was of the greatest in- 
terest to the writer, who, as a specialist in 
marketing and sales promotion, has for long 
been ocvasioned both surprise and disappoint- 
ment bythe lack of effictently organised 
marketing, both at home and abroad, of Free 
State products. 

With one or two notable exceptions, pro- 
ducers appear singularly lacking in vision 
and that most necessary of modern business 
qualifications—push. i 

Agriculture is Ireland's birthright; must 
it be exchanged for the mess of industrialism ? 
To endeavour to convert an essentially agri- 
cultural nation into an industrial country 
cannot be defended on any count, least of 


all in a country whefe the new industries. 


must rely basically on the importation of 
their raw. materials. 

Ireland still has those industr.es that once 
made her wealthy and that can even now 
solve all her unemployment problems under 
proper direction. On her doorstep is a vast 
hungry market waiting, but, like most other 
san, “Fá waiting for that which it desires 
at the price it can afford to pay. What is 
being done about this market? 

As an Irishman, who perforce must earn 
his living in England, my experience is cer- 
tainly not unique. My wife asks her grocer 
for Irish creamery butter. ‘‘ Sorry, madame, 
we have Danish and New Zealand.”’ “ Very 
well, Danish,” answers my wife; '“ have you 
Irish roll?” ‘‘ Not at the moment, madame, 
but very good Danish bacon.”’ 

What is the trouble—quality? No; it’s 
the exceptionally poor system of marketing, 
and instead of Denmark being Ireland’s com- 
petitor in this wealthiest of markets, Ireland 
is the oh, so very feeble competitor of Den- 
mark, the little nation that has learned how 
to make and market in a big way. 

And the experience is duplicated in. the 
numerous other products so essentially Irish. 
Does one desire Connemara marble, the inbred 
beauty of which arouses the acquisitive 
desire. in the beholder? Where shall one 
see it? Does. one fancy Irish tweeds? Then 
search for them, probably, in vain. 

Ireland, what opportunity awaits. Your 
land flowing with riches, with industries 
having centuries of tradition. Ah! centuries 
of tradition, perhaps that’s the trouble. The 
methods of even the past decade will not do 
to-day, for this is the day of progress, and 
not even tradition shall stem progress. 

We must have new and more efficient 
methods of production, and, because the 
finest production will not sell itself, better 
and ever better selling methods. ‘‘ He who 
has his goods to sell mustn’t holler down a 
well,” 

Ireland has the goods to sell; her industry 


IF BABIES COULD SPEAK 


They would tell you that the fatty acids . 
and alkati of fancy smeiling soap was 

ing their tender skin. They would prefer 
Genuine Castile Soap, which is made entirely 
of Pure Olive Ui. Oniy obtainabie trom— 
HELY’S. LTD., Dame $St., Dublin (Basement 
Floor); P. Jd. E. McDONOUGH, 44 Rathger 
road, Dublin. 
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considerable sums, all of which would be of 
benefit to the country. 

I do not propose in this letter to suggest 
what measureg should be taken to restore our 
fisheries to the state in which they ought te 
be. I am writing this letter with the hope 
that by calling attention to the subject our 
inland fisheries may be made what they 
ought to be—a great national asset.—Yours, 
etc., A. BLoop SMYTH, 

7 O'Connell street, Limerick, 


January 7th, 1937. 


IRISH MUSICAL FUND 
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HELPING MUSICIANS FOR 


150 YEARS 


The 150th annual general meeting of the 
Irish Musical Fund was held in the Mansion 
House, Dublin yesterday afternoon, Mr, 
George Prescott, A.M.I1.E.E., presiding. 
There were also present:—The Lord Mayor, 
Dr. Myles Keogh, vice-president; Mr: H. J. 
Leeming, secretary; Mr. J. J: Gleeson, col- 
lector; Mr. M. Rosenberg, Mr. Z. Lee and 
Mr. C. Kiernan. 

Dr. Myles Keogh proposed the re-election 
as President of Mr. Prescott, who, he said, 
had been the life and soul of the fund for 
half a century. : 

Mr. Rosenberg seconded the motion, which 
was adopted. 

On the motion of the Chairman, the Com- 
mittee and officers were re-elected, and the 
Lord Mayor was formally requested to be- 
come patron of the society. 

Atcepting the office, the Lord Mayor said 
he congratulated the society, and the Chair- 
man in particular, on the splendid work in 
which they had been engaged—helping pro- 
fessional musicians in need. He. hoped that 
their appeal for funds would receive generous 
public support. 

Proposing a vote of thank; to the officials, 
Mr. Leeming, and Mr. Gleeson, who had been 
fifty years connected with the society, and 
Dr. R. J. Rowlette,. T.D., medical officer, 
Dr. Keogh said only professional musicians 
had a claim on the fund. They could not 
touch their capital. The income had gone 
down owing to depreciation of their invest- 
ments, and consequently they were com- 
pelled to make a public appeal on behalf of 
distressed musicians and their dependents, 
and the humblest contributio2a would be 
thankfully received. No member had ever 
complained of the way in which the funds 
were distributed; and he would like to 
mention that during the 150 years of their 


existence they had as members such men as 
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spirit and action, who will make Ireland as| . Mr: ange. returming thanks for hig te 
famous outside her borders for her multi- | “lection as President, traced the cag of 
plicity of necessary products ke the eo the fund since its inception in 1787 by a 
rightly is for her sweepstake and her inter- number of music-levers, including man of 
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ittle migration. Then will Ireland take her | ®¢!p to musicians in need. A committee wae 
rightful place as the foremost agricultural formed and, with the aid of a few concerts 
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| PARKER DUNSCOMBE. 


accumulated. With such a beginning the 
46 Albert road, Whalley Range, “Irish Musical Fund” began its work, and 


! in 1794 it received the protection of a ial 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. | scriptions from the public, and its funds 
Str,—I have read a leading article in the | derived from the original “trustee” invest- 
Trish. Times of Saturday last which refers to | ments had enabled it to — in every 
the natural. resources of the Free State, and | its needy members. At this their 150th 
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which points out the great potential value of | ing to their capital: 
these fisheries. . 
This country is blessed by nature with a 
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